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Families celebrate Adoption Day

By SUE LOUNDS
Editor

ST. JOHNS — Several Clinton County families will have a new and special reason to be grateful
this Thanksgiving. Nov. 22, two days before the holiday, Judge Lisa Sullivan will finalize adoptions
for one or more children in those families.

Nov. 22 is the third annual Michigan Adoption Day, a statewide event sponsored jointly by the
Michigan Supreme Court and the Department of Human Services. Last year on Adoption Day,
courts in 42 Michigan counties finalized 339 adoptions. Several Clinton County children became
official, legal members of their respective families that day.

"We're very excited about this event," said Judge Sullivan. "In most cases, people are not happy to
come to court. Adoptions are the exception: a joyous occasion for the families and for the court, the
Department of Human Services and local agencies."

Judge Sullivan stresses the importance of adoption to children from troubled backgrounds.

"Adoption is the only answer for children who can never return home because of abuse or neglect.
There are many children available for adoption here in Michigan, waiting for safe, loving homes."

"Giving thanks for families" is the theme for Michigan Adoption Day held annually during the week
of Thanksgiving.

The Clinton County adoption finalizations will take place from 2 to 3:30 p.m. in the Board of
Commissioners room at the Clinton County Courthouse. A reception will follow and is open to the
public. Information on the adoption process will also be available that day.

Copyright 2005 Lansing State Journal Use of this site signifies your agreement to the
Terms of Service (updated 12.20.02)

[Back]

http://www.lIsj.com/apps/pbces.dll/article? AID=/20051113/DEWITTBATHO01/511130416/1... 12/1/2005



